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At 10:00, the Robinson and Garcia families greeted each other as they packed their cars for family outings. The Robinsons (all in matching jerseys) were
headed to a baseball game. The Garcias loaded their trunk with hiking gear for their adventure. It looked like a typical scene except—it was 10:00 pm, not
10:00 in the morning.

In Alaska and other places above the Arctic Circle, late-night outings like these are common in summer. In Fairbanks, Alaska, for example, the sun
remains above the horizon from April 22 to August 20. That's why it's called the "Land of the Midnight Sun." During these months, Fairbanks receives
about 22.5 hours of sunlight each day. The last hour and a half is a bright golden twilight, with the sun just above the horizon.

The long hours of daylight encourage locals and visitors alike to enjoy outdoor activities at any time. In Alaska, people often say that in summer the sun
refuses to sleep. This season is especially treasured because in Fairbanks, winter brings only about 3 hours and 39 minutes of daylight, with the sun usually
rising at 11:00 am and setting at 2:39 pm.

Most of us may never witness a summer when the sun barely sets, but we can all experience a greater spiritual light. This light from Jesus never fades. As
the Light of the world, He brings us hope and guidance. His light dispels spiritual darkness through His word, His presence, His love, and the gift of
salvation. With Jesus lighting our way, we can face life's challenges and overcome our inner faults that dim our growth and vision. We receive this
constant light by accepting Jesus as our Savior, following Him, and obeying God's word.

In Fairbanks, people endure long, dark winters. Yet during this time, the spectacular northern lights appear, painting the sky with ribbons of green, red,
purple, and white that bring color to the darkness. Similarly, when we go through dark times as Christians, we see how spectacular Jesus is. He reveals His
sovereignty, filling us with confidence and purpose, and assuring us that His light guides our steps so we can walk wisely and avoid losing our way
throughout our Christian journey.

Dear Father, we thank You that we don't have to walk in darkness.
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