TWO UNITED WILLS AND A CUP
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During the Lenten season, from Ash Wednesday to Resurrection Sunday, Christians around the world participate in various events and activities to prepare

for the day dedicated annually to celebrating Jesus' sacrificial love on the cross.

A well-known set of scriptures often referenced during this season is the plea Jesus made to His Father in the Garden of Gethsemane. Jesus understood that
the time had come for Him to go to the cross and suffer the punishment for our sins. Equally overwhelming was the thought of being separated from His
Father. These feelings led to His sorrowful and heartfelt prayer to God. "Father, if it is Your will, take this cup away from Me" (Luke 22:42). It wasn't that
Jesus did not want to fulfill the promise of bringing salvation to the world; He was asking if there was any other way to redeem humanity. Nevertheless,

Jesus willingly journeyed toward Calvary on our behalf.

This prayer in the garden revealed Jesus' deepest feelings, but can we imagine God's emotions as His Son cried out to Him in sorrow? We honor Jesus for
submitting to God's will, which led to our salvation and eternal life. Equally important, let us raise our voices in praise to God for His steadfastness in
fulfilling His plan by not removing the cup. The united wills of the Father and Son fulfilled God's promise—pouring out His divine love on the world by

giving His only Son (John 3:16). Instead of removing the cup, God sent an angel to strengthen His Son for the journey ahead.

See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are!... 1 John 3:1 NIV.

As we reflect on how Jesus submitted to God's will, let's follow His example by surrendering to God's plan and purpose for our lives.

Dear Father, we thank You for two wills that were united—Yours and Your Son Jesus'. Thank You for allowing us to become Your children.
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"Father, if it is Your will,
take this cup away from Me;
nevertheless not My will,
but Yours, be done.*

Then an angel appeared to Him
from heaven, strengthening Him.
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